[Muramyl peptides and sleep].
Effects of muramyl peptides from bacterial cell walls (MDP and GMDP), their fragments, steric isomers and structural analogues were studied on sleep in rabbits. An increase in the SWS, decrease in PS, rise in body temperature were found following minimal doses, whereas pathological responses in the EEG and sleep as well as pyrogenic effects occurred after higher doses. The GMDP analogues affected sleep weakly, and isomers and fragments were inactive. Possible role of muramyl peptides in normal and pathological regulation of sleep is discussed.